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no child left on his behind
For the thousands of kKids who are not top hitters, scorers,
runners or kickers, Rich Pilardi has a game for WL
Oy Bosemts NSt LEVIRIE

called & narme “lombapway Baker,” oka Brian Bk, o S-yoar

ki from Ross Tosensbap, says hie eaened the ok
“rauie | throwe 'em far and Fm acourare.” He's proud that geopls
calied The Vilings— hes Backyand Flag Footbal Taam—"Ths
Undefeatod Champlosns” o the seasan that ended in anuaryg and
Per W usckly racite R aliases of sorre of his tearmemastes: " The
Mandiee, locket, Trevor-ob-so-Clever; Mad Max Auaso. "

s all port of the fun Bullt into the Bachyard Flag Foeotlall
Lesgue an &ll-inchi shs youmh Spots leagiie fouwded By Rich
Pllardi and hds wile, Sanddia, of Rodak o 2003, Pllardi ways be was an
athletic Kid, Bur Ris Garler wae tough on bém ard wookd pall Bim
part of beseball games If made a
mistake. His experignoe cloarky
Tuehed his passion for this
laagiie, wihich gramates 1fe
princighed al goad spartuman
ship, teasm play, safety arncl mos
impartart, o chonos for every-
D B P TR,

“Hids havir @ bar af fum with L™
says Pllards, who gained sapern-
#rcs an m salumteer ot NEL Flag
Football Laague In Gresnfield
and Dverbrooi. and whose reo

I I wre's g dperi lague ineshich S part of the gares to get
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this fleg- Eide 0 io
15 participais In
Mag foochsll, kick
sl doifeFha® sid
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wons play i the leaguee. "It teaches Kids the mght amituds abioi
playing with cne anogher and in & leasguse” And o have Tun with this
g, e says, "Fou SOl Fave s be s great athlete®

Bombsaways dad, lay Baker, schoes Plarcli’y inchesive stanos.
“Wiih Aag football, everybody gets to play” he says. Baker, who has
cempchesd fmame 3inos the lesgue begor says,"There's a M ol can
oh 0 gEt Eeweryone irreolved " ®Kids' strengohs are agga ded —
e’ & phacs Tor thee [E6L ruandic, v good delendes, tha accuntes
passar And averyl=ody gets To handle the ol

Thei Backyurd Flag Fothall League was origenally set up as a
e ghibarhoesd beaguse,"ns & woy o poss the yery dead of winmes”
recalls Baker “H was o really smossry veas, and the kids had a blase.
They payed on snow with lemperatures as low a3 degres
Everybody had a really good time”

Wordl Qo ardind, arnd Lasl s son the lesgue hed moges than 450
players—iaih ik corming from Bridgesile. Saonbung snd
Zallenople,

Linlike regular foashall, flag football holds practices only once a
vk gamees are hald simalianesushy on Sandays n Aoss. Durdng
th games, ewary child gets a chance o play, Fien snd morsle booss-
irvg ara Bl inta tha way the league is opesrated: Plager of the Weelk
rmesiallizans are awarded to kids for all types of accomplisfmems.
from spoetsmanship and good Bstening 1o mesmwork ard kil
Paositres values are reinforced In a spoech Pilardl makaes balses
games @ach vwiak; & weslly revsletter descbes
a garme of tha wiesk; and all the kids are given
nickrames,

A recent banouet attended by 370 penogds
mcluded the Induction ol players o a Hall ol
Fame, chosen fof groal Taam Lt and positive
Faaiy aftEuiclie, 1 by b glve st ps mpny tro-
phies as podsible” Pilard) says When all 1= said
and domne, every kid recerees a rophy. The
league sends out birtfiday caeds and Qet-wall
cards —gvien ballaons (Fa clsild w hurl, T
orgadnization alss has avalved in s offes-
ings—auwdth uitimate docdgeball during sy
el Auigust, then kickinll, and for
Septerribern, there's 5 plan for wacky willis
ball—and the league b= moes callad
Backyard Sports "l want o see kids having
& Gand Tim," Pilardi iy, For information,
call 1273184557 or wisit backyanlflag-
ottt corm



